
Think All Home Renovations Add Value?  
Think Again!
Are you ready to prep 
your home for a buyer?  
Or make a few upgrades 
with and eye toward 
selling down the road?  
Here are some points to 
ponder.

What types of renovation do 
not add value? 
The old adage “less is more” 
applies to many things in life - 
including home renovations.  Avoid 
theses no-nos:

Over-customization: Putting your 
own spin on your home is good 
while you’re living there.  Big fan of 
jewel-color accent walls?  Have at it. 
Want a disco ball in the basement? 
Knock yourself out.  But when it’s 
time to sell, neutrals are needed. 
Tone down the highlights an 
average family wouldn’t necessarily 
appreciate, and go with tried-and-
true standards. 

Over-building: Nobody likes a 
showoff.  And that’s pretty much 
what you’re projecting if you build a 
McMansion in a solidly middle-class 
neighborhood.  Sure, you might be 
a trend-setter, but that’s not

necessarily a given in a volatile 
economy.  Regardless, scale is 
important.  When you’ve got an 
outsized house that doesn’t match 
the hood, it’s unlikely to sell.

Over-accessorizing: No wall-to-wall 
carpeting.  Just don’t do it.  The 
same goes for other over-the-top 
design touches; ornate is out and 
will reduce your home value. 
Stay away from the French 
Provincial mirror frame and go 
with a simple, elegant line.  What’s 
functional for you may not be 
to anyone else.  Look at design 
books and magazines to get some 
inspiration for classic looks.

What home improvement 
projects add the most value?
It may surprise you that many of 
the biggest-bang-for-your-buck 
renovations are actually outside the 
home, rather than inside.  After all, 

curb appeal is the first impression 
for a potential buyer — and an 
agent on the hunt for a home value 
estimate.  Landscaping is definitely 
a must.  Add flowers and plants, and 
make sure things are looking tidy. 

If you have six weeks to prepare, 
though, a kitchen remodel is going 
to net a solid return on investment 
(ROI).  Updated appliances and 
new cabinetry can take you from 
outdated to in style.  Bathroom 
remodels are also important to 
today’s buyer and can boost your 
home value.  Other ideas that are 
worth considering: 

Front door: It’s amazing what a 
fresh coat of paint can do.  Stick 
with neutrals, and tape the edges 
for a smooth, professional look.

Exterior lighting: Add a row of 
accent lights to show off your 
landscaping. (Continued on Page 3)
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
A RELIABLE MOVER?
We can help!

Visit true-mover.com
or call (336) 760-7200 for a FREE estimate

True-Mover provides home sellers and 
buyers access to a preferred network 
of trustworthy and competitively priced 
household goods moving and storage 
solutions.

Buying or selling a 
home just got easier. . .
and less expensive!
Home Sweet Rewards is a no-cost, web-based resource 
for home-related services that delivers value with a cash 
rebate on most real estate transactions, discounts and 
service guarantees on many real estate-related services.

If you are thinking about buying or selling a home you must register with 
Home Sweet Rewards before contacting a real estate agent.

Don’t miss an opportunity for 
big savings on the purchase or 

sale of a home with a 
CASH REBATE* offer 

through a referral by 
Home Sweet Rewards

Register at homesweetrewards-mn.com
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Source: Prosperity Home Mortgage.  Visit www.phmloans.com for program terms.

Buying a Home?  Get a Step Ahead 
With Buyer Advantage Pre-Approval

Renovations
(Cont.) 

Obtaining a mortgage preliminary approval is a great place to begin 
when buying a home.  But if you want your home purchase offer 
to stand out to sellers, ask for the Prosperity Buyer Advantage.  By 
electing to participate, you can get much of the home financing 
process out of the way and obtain a Commitment Letter before you 
even begin searching for a home.  What are the benefits?

 Complimentary: Choosing to participate costs you nothing additional.

 Distinguished: A Commitment Letter can set your home purchase 
offer apart from other offers a seller maybe considering.

 Smooth: With much of the home financing process completed 
up-front, additional requirements or conditions can be identified to 
help prevent last-minute issues.

 Flexible: You may have the option of being more flexible with your 
closing date and also help ensure an on-time closing.

You should also consider the Prosperity Buyer Advantage FASTRACK, 
which features expedited processing and underwriting for certain loan 
products.  In a fast-paced real estate market, home buyers often need 
quick answers about mortgage and financing.  To use FASTRACK, clients 
will be asked to provide these documents at the time of loan application:

 30 days’ most recent pay stubs with year-to-date information for all 
jobs and for each borrower.
 W-2 forms for the 2 most recent years for each borrower.
 Federal tax returns for the 2 most recent years for self-

employed borrowers, or borrowers where other income/ loss is 
listed (i.e. Schedule E rental income, interest, business expenses not 
reimbursed, etc.).

 Most recent 2 months of asset statements for all funds needed for 
down payment and reserves. 

PROSPERITY PERKS

Pressure washing: Spruce up the 
driveway and your exterior walls 
(even if you can’t see it, there’s 
crud that needs to come off).

Garage door: Change the color or 
redo the current hue — another 
easy way to make a big impact. 
Pretty new light fixtures are a 
good idea, too. 

Is it worth renovating an old 
house?
Absolutely — as long as you’re 
not sinking your savings into a 
proverbial money pit.  Beyond the 
standard upgrades an older home 
generally requires, like updating 
the kitchen or removing a bathtub 
that’s definitely seen better 
days, your home renovations will 
generally only improve value.  Just 
be sure that you follow standard 
protocol with a fixer-upper and get 
a thorough, professional inspection.  
You never know what lurks in the 
plumbing system attached to those 
gorgeous fixtures — and it’s better 
to find out before you sign the 
mortgage. 

Receive a $750 credit 
toward closing costs when 

you apply and close on a new 
home loan with Prosperity 

Home Mortgage.

Visit homesweetrewards-mn.com to learn more and apply

Source: PODS Moving and Storage

SMALL SHIPMENTS  
AND STORAGE

Save up to 16% on a 
PODS move with a 

True-Mover national 
discount.

GET A QUOTE
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Add Pizazz to Your Bland Kitchen

WINTER 2022

Make it artsy
Art galleries have neutral walls because they don’t 
compete with the art, so hang a colorful abstract 
painting in a key location.  Have fun with artistic-
themed dishtowels, placemats, and dishes, instead of 
classic motifs like roosters and other farm animals or 
Italian chefs with curling mustaches.  Try a washable 
rug or runner with a colorful modern pattern.

Fold in some color
Neutral décor is decorating for the next occupant 
of your home, so put yourself first in items you can 
take with you when you move.  Find your favorite 
color in cookware, serving pieces, utensils and small 
appliances to add cheerful interest to a neutral decor.

Add texture
If color isn’t your thing, interesting shapes and 

textures add vitality to neutral walls, backsplashes, 
curtains and blinds and kitchen seating.  Natural 
wood accents like artisan-made bowls can also warm 
up a neutral kitchen.

Repaint
Neutral doesn’t have to mean white or beige.  For a 
soft contrast, introduce watery colors like sea glass. 
For more drama and sophistication, go for high 
contrast with deep blue, black or grey.  Paint the 
island a different color from the rest of the kitchen, 
or paint lower cabinets a different color from the top 
cabinets.

You can still have a neutral kitchen, but pops of color, 
texture and artistic touches may provide changes 
you’ll really love. 

$50off junk
removal 

Redeemable from 1-800-GOT-JUNK? participating franchises. Promotion 
code must be applied at the time of booking, online or through the sales 
centre. The truck team will deduct $50.00 from your junk removal pre-tax 
rate. Cannot be used on single item or minimum charge pickups. This 
offer cannot be combined with any other 1-800-GOT-JUNK? offers and is 
not redeemable for cash. Limit one per customer per pickup. Not valid on 
promotional items.  Use promo code HSR50.
1-800-GOT-JUNK?, not HomeServices Relocation, is responsible 
for the terms and conditions applicable to this offer. Please 
direct all questions regarding this offer to 1-800-GOT-JUNK? at 
customerexperience@1800gotjunk.com.
Offer valid until December 31st, 2022. Subject to change.

Use Promo Code: HSR50

Source: Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Incentive eligibility on real estate transactions: (A) requires customers to work with the Home Sweet Rewards program through the dedicated toll-free number or the online request form and to utilize the real estate broker/agent specifically referred by the program consultant 
for home sale or purchase; (B) may not be available to individuals receiving certain corporate relocation benefits, subject to a review of specific policy restrictions and other benefits received for the same property transaction; (C) is not available by contacting any real estate 
office directly; (D) is available to customers not currently under contract with a real estate sales professional to buy or sell; (E) requires a minimum home sale price of $100,000, excluding land only transactions; (F) is based on a broker commission rate of 3% for a single-sided 
transaction, if your actual commission is less than 3%, your benefits may be reduced; (G) except where this program is prohibited by law.

*State Restrictions: Some states restrict rebates but allow an equal discount to be applied. Sellers may be eligible for a discount only in Alabama, Alaska, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Oregon and Tennessee.  Buyers are not eligible for a rebate from 
HomeServices Relocation but may be eligible for a rebate from the real estate broker in Alabama and New Jersey.  Buyers are not eligible for a rebate or a discount in Alabama, Alaska, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Tennessee.  Sellers are 
not eligible for a rebate or a discount in Iowa and Kansas. 

©2022 HomeServices Relocation, LLC.  Home Sweet Rewards products are offered through HomeServices Relocation LLC. Trademarks are used under license.  Real Estate brokerage services are offered through the owned and operated broker member businesses of HomeServices 
of America, a Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate.  Occasionally, we may refer you to a brokerage which is not a member of one of our business networks.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  This offer is available to the general public.

Home Sweet Rewards is brought to you by HomeServices Relocation, LLC, a privately held company and a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Home Services of America, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and the largest real estate company in the U.S.

Call us toll free at (866) 678-7356
Monday-Friday 8:30AM to 5:00PM (CT)

Email: relo@homeservices.com

What can you do to make your kitchen more exciting? 
Neutral kitchens are supposed to complement any 
décor, but they can become bland over time.  

BOOK SERVICE
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